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Again the time of pilgrimage came round, and
again Mohammad repaired to the glen of the mountain-
road. Mus'ab had told him the good tidings of the
spread of the faith at Yethrib, and he was met at the
rendezvous by more than seventy men. They came
by twos and threes secretly for fear of the Kureysh,
cc waking not the sleeper, nor tarrying for the absent."
Then Mohammad recited to them verses from the
Koran, and in answer to their invitation that he
should come to them, and their profession that their
lives were at his service, he asked them to pledge
themselves to defend him as they would their own
wives and children. And a murmur of eager assent
rolled round about from the seventy, and an old
man, one of their chiefs, stood forth and said,
"Stretch* out thy hand, 0 Mohammad." And the
chief struck his own hand into Mohammad's palni in
the frank Bedawy fashion, and thus pledged his fealty.
Man after man the others followed, and struck their
palms upon Mohammad's. Then he chose twelve of
them as leaders over the rest, saying, u Moses chose
from among his people twelve leaders. Ye shall be
the sureties for the rest, even as the apostles of Jesus
were; and I am the surety for my people.55 The voice
of some stranger was heard near by, and the assembly
hastily dispersed and stole back to their camp. This
is the second pledge of the ' Akaba.

The Kureysh knew that some meeting had taken
place, and though they could not bring home the
offence to any of the Yethrib pilgrims, they kept a
stricter watch on the movements of Mohammad and